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The church that Martin Luther grew up in was a place of 
go-betweens. He was taught that if you wanted to be at 
peace with God, you needed go-betweens. God was far too 
angry over sin for the normal human being to go to him 
directly. So there existed a whole cadre of priests, monks, 
bishops, popes, and saints who needed to intercede on 
your behalf if you were ever to have peace with God.  

What Luther rediscovered in Scripture was that the church 
is really an assembly of living saints who can go directly to 
God. Luther rediscovered in Scripture that Jesus has 
opened a way for ordinary people to go directly to God. 
Though raised to think he needed to go through 
intermediaries to appease God, Luther discovered that 
Jesus had given him total access to his heavenly Father. 

With his newfound insight, Luther set out to transform the 
life of the church. Whereas worship had been a 
performance enacted by the priest and other worship 
leaders in the much-misunderstood Latin language, Luther 
transformed it so that the people could participate. He 
translated the services into the language of the people so 
that everyone could participate in the prayers and praises. 
He prepared the first hymnal in 1524, made up of just eight 
hymns. But the people could now sing them. He translated 
the Bible into the language of the people (the New 
Testament published in 1522, the Old Testament in 1534) 

not just so they could understand the lessons 
read in the services, but so that they could 

read the Word of God for themselves. To 
enable the children to understand the 

Word of God, he wrote two 
catechisms in 1529—the Small 

Catechism, worded so simply that 
children could memorize the six chief parts 

of Christian doctrine, and the Large 
Catechism, which was based on a series of 
sermons written on those six chief parts. 

Luther’s transition from an 
intermediary church to a 
participating church called for 
involvement. His Small Catechism was 
not just intended for pastors and 
teachers to use in teaching children. Each 
part was introduced with the words, “As the 
head of the family should teach it in the 
simplest way to those in his household.” 
While the church of his boyhood encouraged 
action, too many of those actions were 
designed to enrich the powerful leaders of 
the church. Men and women were 
encouraged to become monks and nuns 
because it involved giving away all their 
money. People were encouraged to go on 
expensive pilgrimages to the sites of 
departed “saints” as a way of doing good 
works that were supposedly pleasing to 
God. Luther redirected people to the 
much more practical commands of God. 
Rather than man-made vows of celibacy 
or donations to the shrines of the saints, 
God’s Word encouraged marriage, 
raising a family in the fear of the Lord, carrying out one’s occupation for 
the good of the community. These were the much more practical 
purposes for life that God had laid out in his Word. This was the real “life 
of the saints” on which Luther refocused the people of his time. 

Not only did Luther preach and teach this. He lived it. Married in 1525 to a 
former nun, Katherine von Bora, Luther transformed the ministry from an 
intermediary office to the common experience of the members of the 
congregation. An important part of our Reformation heritage is that the 
life of the church is the common life of sinners who have been turned into 
saints by the blood of Jesus.  Connected now to Jesus through his Word, 
believers reflect and proclaim his love and forgiveness every week and 
every day to the people around them. This is the life of the church. This is 
our Reformation heritage.    



Our Southeastern Wisconsin District will 
be celebrating Reformation 500 with a 
special Service at the Miller High Life 
Theater, 500 W. Kilbourn Ave. in 
Milwaukee, at 3:30 p.m.  If you would 
like a ride, or could offer a ride to some 
others, please contact Karl Metzger at 
414-510-7207.  Pastor James Huebner, 
1st Vice President of our Synod, will be 
the Guest Speaker.  An Adult Choir and a 
Children’s Choir, together with 
instrumentalists, will enhance the special 
celebration of restoration of the Gospel 
through God’s servant Martin Luther.  
Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

REFORMATION 500 

THANKOFFERING 
This offering will be given in total to our District Mission Board for 
enhanced home mission work within our district.  This offering will 
provide funds above and beyond our DMB’s regular Synod/BHM 
budgeted allotment.    Individuals may make their gift at the actual 
Reformation 500 Festival Service on November 5.  If checks are used, 
please make them out to "Southeastern Wisconsin District."  If you are 
unable to attend the Service, and would still like to offer a gift, just 
place it in the offering plate marked, Reformation 500.   

Star Cares Fund 
Chili Cook-Off & Pie Auction 

 This benefit was originally scheduled to take place on Saturday, 
October 14th, but has been rescheduled for Saturday, November 
4th, from 2:00-5:00 p.m.  Please participate in whatever ways 
you can and support the Star Cares Fund!  Our Star Cares 
Fund supports our own members, and others, who are 
experiencing extreme or unexpected financial 
difficulties.  Anyone is also welcome to support the 
Star Cares Fund at anytime.  Just write Star Cares 
on an envelope and place it into the offering plate 
at any Service.  Your gifts are greatly appreciated!   

 
We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family this month the following:  
Theresa Abbott; Deanna Papula and her children, Kane, Kora and Sylas;  
Amanda Zoromski and her children, Hunter and Henryk; Douglas and 
Tracy Saugstad and their children, Olivia and Jude; Heidi and Ryan 
Bedford and their son, Walker.  May the Lord bless your membership 
in our congregation and enable you to grow in your faith and love 
toward our Savior among us.   
 

New Adult 

Bible Class  
Reformation: Grace, Faith 
and Scripture will be our new 
course of study during the 
month of November and the 
first 2 weeks of December.  Pastor 
Gawrisch will lead the discussion for this video-assisted 
course.  Subjects include: The Beginning: Baptism; God’s 
Undeserved Gift: Justification by Grace; Not for Sale: 
Forgiveness in Christ Alone; Christ’s Body and Blood: 
Holy Communion; Forgiven but Not Perfect: Saint and 
Sinner; Witness Together: Augsburg Confession; Join 
and Sing to the Lord: Congregational Worship; All Serve 
Christ: Vocation; One Authority: Scripture Alone; Bold 
Witness: Confidence Drawn from Scripture; Not by 
Force: Power of the Word; and My Bible: The Bible into 
People’s Hands.  Join us each Sunday morning in the 
Fellowship Hall for our Adult Bible Class at 9:25-10:10.  
Come early for good coffee, great donuts and even 
better fellowship! 

Donate your kids’ gently used winter 
gear (coats, hats, mittens, snow pants, 
boots) that no longer fit, and pick up 
new to you available gear for free. 
Locate the items in your home, wash 
them, drop the gear off November 3-
5 in the dedicated bins located in the 

school and church entrance. Pick up free new to you 
items displayed next to the church library November 6-
8. This will be on a first come first served basis. All items 
remaining on the 8th will be donated to a charity to 
benefit other families in need. 

Tipoff Classic 
The Star of Bethlehem Lutheran School basketball 
season gets underway with the Tipoff Classic 
Tournament on November 9-11.  Volunteers are needed 
in various areas to serve; concessions, scorebook and 
scoreboard, supervision, etc.  Your assistance is greatly 
appreciated! 

BAPTISMS 
Teagan Brighe McMullen, daughter of Mac and Arianne 
McMullen, was baptized at Star of Bethlehem on 
Saturday, September 9.  The Affirmation of the Baptism 
of Lorelai Grace Albert, daughter of Johan and Kristi 
Albert, occurred at Star of Bethlehem on Sunday, Oct. 
22.  Lorelai was baptized at home on August 10.  May 
the Lord keep these precious lambs in his loving arms 
throughout life to life everlasting.    



Teen Group 
Join us for regular gatherings at Star 
on Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
These one hour gatherings will include 
social time and a short Bible study.  If 
you have questions, please contact 
Pastor Schwartz. 
 

Tomorrow’s Choice 
The Pack and Play is set up in the 
gathering area for any diaper, especially 
sizes 4 and 5, and wipe donations.  Vicky 
Alf will take them to our WELS Lutherans 
for Life Resource Center in Waukesha.  
Thank you for your support! 
 

Matching Gifts for WLCFS 
Many workplace giving programs began 
organizing their 2017-2018 annual 
campaigns last month. Many of them 
across the nation have adopted a 
"Donor Choice/Option Program," giving 
their donors the opportunity to 
designate their gifts to a specific 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit eligible charity of 
their choice.  As a 501(c)(3) social service 
charitable agency, Wisconsin Lutheran 
Child & Family Service may be eligible to 
be designated in these programs, if one 
is available in your area. Last year, 
dozens of workplace giving programs 
throughout the United States allowed 
donations to be designated to WLCFS 
through the donor option program.  
Through God's blessing and gifts from 
workplace campaigns, WLCFS was able 
to help over 4,000 people last year 
through our counseling care and senior 
services.   We truly appreciate your help 
and thank our gracious God for such 
blessings! If you have any questions, 
please call us toll free at 888.685.9522 
and ask for Jeff Klocko, or e-mail 
info@wlcfs.org. 

News from Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School 

 

WLHS Drama—The Crucible 

WLHS is excited to announce its fall drama 
production, The Crucible, a 1953 theater 
production by American playwright Arthur 
Miller. The play is a dramatized and partially 
fictionalized story of the Salem witch trials that 
took place in the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
during 1692-93.   Purchase tickets for one or 
more of these performances: 

 Friday, November 3, at 7:30 p.m. 
 Saturday, November 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
 Sunday, November 5, at 1:30 p.m. 

Seating is general admission. Tickets cost $8 for 
adults and $5 for children age 3 through 8th 
grade. Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.wlhs.org/drama or at the high school's 
Central Office.  Tickets may be picked up before 
or on the day of the show, and can also be 
purchased at the door before each 
performance. For questions, call 414-453-4567. 
 

WLHS Veterans Day Observance 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School 
will hold its annual Veterans Day 
observance on Thursday, 
November 9, 2017. Service men 
and women are invited to 
a complimentary plated 
breakfast that will be 
served in the WLHS 
cafeteria at 7:00 a.m.   
RSVP for the breakfast by 
Friday, November 3 by either completing the 
mail-in form (in bulletin or where your church 
posts these) or by going online to 
www.wlhs.org/veterans.  For additional 
questions, contact Heidi Witz at:  
planner@wlhs.org or 414-453-4567 ext. 2004.  
Everyone is invited to the special Veterans Day 
presentation in the main gymnasium at 8:30 
a.m. entitled “The Vietnam War: A Hero’s 
Homecoming.” The presentation will also be 
streamed live online the day of the event at 
www.wlhs.org.  
 

Work Days 

Do you have yard work, painting, cleaning, or 
tasks that you don’t have time to do? Have 
WLHS student council members to do it for you! 
Donate and help support their 2017-18 mission 
project for Zambia, Africa. Available dates that 
still remain are as follows: November 4-5. Please 
contact Student Council Vice President Faith 
Loberg with jobs you have or questions at:  
workday@wlhs.org or 414-852-6455. 

WLC  Theatre Production 
The Wisconsin Lutheran College 
Theatre Department will present The 
Cherry Sisters Revisited, November 
3-5 and 9-12 in the Center for Arts   
& Performance Raabe Theatre.      
Learn more at wlc.edu/theatre-
productions or call 414.443.8802. 

Pastor James Humann, retired WELS 
pastor, invites you to join him as he 
hosts his fifth tour to the Holy Land. 
The tour is for ten days and leaves 
March 12, 2018. This is a beautiful time 
of year in the Holy Land and you will be 
back home again for Holy Week and 
Easter. The tour includes Bethlehem 
where Jesus was born, Nazareth 
where he was raised, the Jordan River 
where he was baptized, Galilee where 
he spent much of his ministry, the 
Garden of Gethsemane where he 
prayed, and Jerusalem where he was 
tried before Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified and rose again from the dead. 
Take a ride on the Sea of Galilee, visit 
the ancient city of Jericho, and if there 
is time, swim in the Dead Sea. This tour 
of a lifetime still has limited space 
available. For more information and a 
colorful brochure with price and 
itinerary, e-mail Pastor Humann at 
Jhumann383@aol.com or call 253-
839-9055 (PST). 
 

Christian Life Resources 
Celebration of Life Event – Nov. 4.  
Please join Christian Life Resources 
(CLR) on Saturday, November 4 from 
9:00am-5:00pm, for our annual 
Celebration of Life Event (COLE) at 
Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School 
in Jackson, Wisconsin. This unique 
event equips you with practical 
knowledge on a range of issues, from 
parent-child relationships to stem cell 
research, beginning of life to end of 
life.  Why should you come? Medical 
advances and changing societal values 
raise new questions and challenges to 
Christian living. COLE applies God’s 
Word to prepare you to make God-
pleasing decisions. This consistently 
biblical perspective makes COLE a 
one-of-a-kind opportunity. Find out 
more at www.clrevents.com or by 
calling 1-800-729-9535. 

The cost to attend is $45.00 per 
person.   

mailto:info@wlcfs.org


Making Smart Food Choices 

as you Celebrate 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 
 

Mashed potatoes and gravy, Grandma’s 
apple pie, and other holiday favorites can be a 

joyous part of any celebration. But to feel your 
best, you know you need to eat in moderation and 
stay active. How can you avoid temptation when 
delicious foods and calories abound? 

“From Halloween through New Year’s, there’s always a decision to 
make about food,” says Dr. Marci Gluck, an NIH psychologist who 
studies obesity and eating behaviors. Tasty treats tend to appear more 
often at work and festive gatherings, and to come as gifts. They may 
also tempt you when grocery shopping. “As the holidays approach, it’s 
important to think ahead and make a plan,” Gluck says. 

Consider your health goals for the holiday season, whether it’s 
avoiding overeating, staying active, connecting with others, reducing 
stress, or preventing weight gain. You can plan to make time for buying 
healthy groceries, cooking at home, scheduling regular physical 
activity, and setting aside a little quiet time for yourself. 

Gluck suggests you start by adopting a flexible mindset. “Many people 
have an attitude of all or nothing: either I’m on a diet or I’m not on a 
diet,” she says. This “either-or” thinking can lead to negative self-talk, 
or being hard on yourself for small indulgences, overeating, or weight 
gain. 

“Most people just throw their plan out the window when they think 
they’ve slipped up, and they ‘fall off the wagon,’” Gluck says. 
“Celebrations don’t have to derail your lifestyle. You’ll have plenty of 
opportunities to follow your plan and eat healthy.” 

 “Eat what you love—in moderation,” suggests Jody Engel, a 
nutritionist and registered dietitian at NIH. Consider choosing items 
that are unique to the season, instead of eating foods you can have any 
time of the year. 

When you feel the urge to splurge in unhealthy ways, Engel 
recommends trying something else first, like drinking a glass of water, 
eating a piece of fruit, brushing your teeth or climbing a few flights of 
stairs. Such diversions might be enough to help you resist unhealthy 
temptations. 

You could also try eating mindfully, Engel suggests. Slow down to really 
taste and enjoy your food. Eating more slowly also allows your body 
time to signal your brain when you’re full, which takes about 20 
minutes. If you eat too much too quickly, it’s easy to gobble up as 
much as twice what your body needs before your brain even gets the 
message.   

What if you do fall to temptation? Remember that every day is a new 
opportunity to start over.  

Think about how much you're moving over the holidays. Even little bits 
of extra exercise can be very helpful.  Plan ahead for how you’ll add 
physical activity to days that might otherwise involve a lot of sitting. 
Get the whole family involved!  Sign up to walk or run a community 
race. Enjoy catching up with family or friends on a walk or jog instead 
of on the couch. In between meals, take a family hike at a nearby park, 
stroll around your neighborhood, or play a game of flag football. 

Support your family and friends, too. Encourage them to eat healthy 
during celebrations and throughout the year. If you’re serving dinner, 
consider baking, broiling, or grilling food instead of frying. Replace sour 
cream with Greek yogurt, and mashed potatoes with mashed 
cauliflower.  And remember that the focus of the holiday gathering is 
family, not food. 

Financial Update as of 10/15/17 

 
 

From the President 
Well, here we are – the month of November has finally 
arrived! 

November ranks as one of my favorite months for several 
reasons – one of them being the smell of a turkey roasting 
in the oven.  But I’m also reminded of the many gifts that 
our Lord has graciously provided to me and my family.  I’m 
sure you feel the same way, too. 

According to the dictionary, the primary definition of 
thanksgiving is “the expression of gratitude, especially to 
God.” 

But how does a Christian express gratitude to our Creator? 

I found my answer in 2 Corinthians 9:10-12; 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase your 
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way 
so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.  This service that you 

perform is not only supplying the needs of the 
Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many 

expressions of thanks to God. 

In other words, we give thanks to our Lord by being 
generous! 

Here’s my point: 

The calendar tells me that, as of November 1, 83.3% of 
2017 has now been completed.  But at the same time, 
unfortunately, we’re only at about 65.4% of attaining our 
entire 2017 budget.  In dollars, that becomes $367,523 
that is yet needed to balance our books.  (You might be 
interested to know that about 70% of our total 
expenditures are directly related to salaries and benefits of 
our called workers.) 

So, here’s your chance to express gratitude in a tangible 
manner.  Please do what you can. 

See you in church! 
Gene Szaj 

 $779,152   $838,488  

 $1,123,901  

 $-

 $100,000

 $200,000

 $300,000

 $400,000

 $500,000

 $600,000

 $700,000

 $800,000

 $900,000

 $1,000,000

 $1,100,000

 $1,200,000

ACTUAL
THROUGH

OCTOBER 15

MISSION PLAN
THROUGH

OCTOBER 15

2017 MISSION
PLAN

GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS FOR 2017 


